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Dear Uncle Lai,

Celebrating a Birthday has been a kind of a new experience to
me. Growing up at home, as a child and as a teenager, birthdays
were never mentioned and never celebrated. Having entered the
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary to become a
priest-missionary, the great Feast days of the Liturgical Year were
given added solemnity by including a feast day dinner. That is
where I started learning to celebrate certain days. Having come to
Hong Kong I soon discovered that people had a great interest in
knowing my birthday, not just to learn about my age, but also to
organize a small celebration. My first reaction was that they were
looking for a good enough reason to enjoy themselves together.
Little by little I realised that birthdays are indeed important to the
people here in Hong Kong — and by now also to the people at home in
Belgium.

Life is indeed a gift we personally do not work and pray for.
But our parents did. It is a gift we ought to be very grateful for.
There is no better way to express that gratefulness than by celebrating
it. The best way of celebrating it is to make the best use possible of
1t.

Dear Uncle, although I have come to know you for just a little
more than one year, still I feel that I can truly say that you have made
very good use of this, your gift, helping so many people, here in Hong
Kong and also in China, to discover the joy of positively meeting up
with the challengers that life brings them their way. Congratulations
T with your birthday. May the Lord give

you good health, steady knees and all the
| strength needed to keep doing what you

P. Devos
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